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Clinsys Enters EDC Niche

ne company's bad luck became
O another’s good fortune with Clinsys

Clinical Research’s recent acquisition
of a new electronic data capture (EDC) plat-
form, TrialStat ClinicalAnalytics (TrialStat CA).

Clinsys, a contract research organization
(CRO) headquartered in Bedminster, N.J., was
originally looking at TrialStat to be the CRO's
vendor for EDC software, but before the con-
tracts or negotiations were finalized, Clinsys
ended up owning the platform.

“[TrialStat] ended up, quite frankly, going
into receivership, and we had the opportunity
to pick this up at a very, very reasonable
price,” said Clinsys CEO David Williams.

Clinsys" parent company, Jubilant
Organosys, acquired TrialStat CA for about
$610,000. The acquisition will enable Clinsys
to expand its EDC services, as well as market
the software to other CROs and pharmaceuti-
cal companies as a stand-alone EDC product.

“We keep a very strong firewall between
Clinsys the CRO and TrialStat ClinicalAnalytics
so that our sponsors feel comfortable that
their data from another CRO is not being
shared with us,” Williams said.

TrialStat CA will become Clinsys" propri-
etary EDC system for phase | through phase
IV studies. Along with the physical software,
Clinsys acquired 18 support people based in
Ottawa, Canada, who helped develop the
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EDC platform and will continue with project
and data management and customer support.
With offices in the U.S., Germany and
India, Clinsys will grow EDC services through
the CRO's existing networks and will expand
its call service coverage to 24 hours a day,

seven days a week.

“We intend to utilize the strength that we
have in India...so that our sponsors will
have total coverage around the world wher-
ever they are, at any point in time,” Williams
said. Clinsys will increase its India employee
base (currently at 175) as well as the new
TrialStat office in Canada.

Before this acquisition, many studies con-
ducted by Clinsys—similar to the rest of the
industry—were paper-based. Clinsys will
continue to offer paper-based studies at
sponsors’ request, but Williams predicted
that the popularity of paper-based studies
will wane as sponsors experience the effi-
ciency and cost-savings of EDC platforms like
TrialStat CA.

“| think that this whole SAAS technology,
which is essentially called ‘software as a ser-
vice' technology, is something that really is
the wave of the future, and I think you're
going to see a lot of platforms developed
using that technology. We're really at the
forefront of that, so | think that's a good
place for us to be at this point in time,”
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Williams said.

In addition to the TrialStat CA platform,
Clinsys will continue to offer Medidata's
Rave as an EDC platform.

“There are some studies that [Medidata]
is ideal for, there are some studies that
[TrialStat] is ideal for...and we're happy to
continue to do that,” Williams said. “We
have, up to this point, been somewhat EDC-
system agnostic because we work on several
different platforms that our sponsors have.”
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